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task is your own and it is being held out with the kinds of
preconceptions and beliefs you have, you won't assume the
same responsib i l i t y . I cou l d have vo ted fo r 663 be f or e .
Prior to this, it was a bill that was making some changes in
the law that really were evenhanded and relatively fair.
But this is unevenhanded. It is not reciprocal. I t i s
trying to exact from other people a higher standard than the
proponents are willing to exact from themselves a nd, i n my
eyes, it is an act of bad faith. For that reason, I will
v ote aga i ns t 6 6 3 .

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r L a b edz .

SENATOR LABEDZ: T h an k y ou , N r . Pr es i d e n t . I certainly wish
Senator Joh n s on wa s on the floor because he said three
things fine, Senator Johnson. He s a i d c o u nse l i n g , i n h i s
estimation, was a very good policy. At least he agrees with
that. He also said that abortion was no small pr o c e dure. I
have been saying that for ten yea rs . Th e c on s equences , the
complications, name it, you have got it in the abortion
procedure. The counseling is not being done . He s a ' d al so
t hat t h e r e i s l i f e i n p ot en t i a l . I d i s a g r ee . I ;i e l i ev e
that there is a l i v i n g h uman b ei n g a n d what is about to
occur is no small measure in anyone' s mind, I am sure, if
you believe that a woman is carrying a l i v i n g human be i n g .
I also want t o say to my two fr iend...three friend
attorneys, Senator Chambers, Senator L and i s , Sen at or
J ohnson , t h e c ou r t ' s l angu a g e that I was talking about
pr i o r . . . a n d m ayb e you wer e n ' t on the floor listening, the
Cit of Akron v. Akron Center for Re roductive Health, and
let me give you some of the court's decisions, the Supreme
Court. The ccurt's language with regard to this issue is as
f o l l o ws : "We cannot say that the woman's consent to the
abortion will not be informed if a physician delegates the
counseling to another qualified person. A state may define
the ph y s i c i an ' s r e spo n s i b i l i t y t o i nc lude v e r i f i ca t i on t ha t
a dequate c ounse l i n g h a s been pr o v i d e d a n d t h at the woman' s
consent is informed. In addition, the state may establish
r easonabl e mi n i m u m qu a l i f i c at i on s f or t h o se pe op l e wh o
perform the primary counseling functions." In a footnote in
t hi s o p i ni on , "Counselors must be trained initially at least
i n t h e f o l l ow i n g s u b j e c t s . Sexual and reproductive health,
abortion technology, contraceptive technology, short-term
counseling skills, community resources and r ef er r a l s ,
informed consent, agency policies and practices." This bill
that I am pro posing i n LB 66 3 sa ys t h i s , " The p e r s o n
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